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i 
ABSTRACT 
 
Cindy Claudia. 1402050059. Students’ Ability in Identifying Independent and 
Dependent Clause in Sentence. Skripsi. English Faculty of Teachers Training 
and Education. English Education Program. University of Muhammadiyah 
Sumatera Utara, Medan. 2018. 
 
This study deals with students’ ability in identifyiing independent and 
dependent clause in sentence. The objective of the study is to investigate that the 
students’ ability in identifying independent and dependent clause in sentence. This 
research will be conducted at SMK Tritech Informatika on class XII. The school 
is located at Street Bhayangkara No. 484, Indra Kasih, Medan Tembung, Kota 
Medan, Sumatera Utara. The research will be conducted the action in the second 
semester in the academic years of 2017/2018. The findings show that the table of 
the students ability in identifying independent and dependent clause in sentence 
shows that on 17 students or 70.83 categorized as “able”. there were 7 students or 
29.17% categorized as “unable”. it means that students at SMK Tritech 
Informatika were able in identifying independent and dependent clause in 
sentence. Because, 70.83 students categorized as “able”. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
A. The Background of The Study 
English language is one of language that almost all countries in the world 
learn and use it to communicate each other included in politics, arts, economy, 
tourism, trade and many more.And because of this situation, people say that English 
is as international language. English is  complex language and it is unique and 
interesting to be learn. It contains various structure, grammar, tenses, vocabulary, and 
the other parts which are different in meaning and forms. 
In Indonesia, English is still a foreign language not like in the other countries. 
In Malaysia for instance, people are very progressive in mastering a language, 
especially for their a communication. English is a second language for them. English 
has been studied by the students not only at the primary level but also for the 
beginners. The result, English has been part of their daily communication. But 
Indonesia has different condition. The people still use their mother language. And it 
makes people in Indonesia especially students still find difficult in mastering and 
practicing English. 
Clause is an important part of sentence because sentence is combined from 
some clauses. Therefore, understanding the ways to combine clauses into sentence 
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will be very helpful to write interesting and lively sentences. It means that combining 
incorrect clauses can make the message of sentence unclear. Moreover, the ability of 
someone in getting the message of sentences in reading a passage will depend on his 
understanding to differ the functions of clauses in sentence. So, it is very important to 
understand clause because it is the ultimate element that makes it possible for anyone 
to write, read, or speak in English clearly and effectively. 
The most natural of sentence structure is called clause or simple sentence. 
Goran (1976:58) states that a clause is having typically a subject and predicate and 
possibly complement to these segments. A phrase such as “sit down!” would also 
consist of a clause although no segment which could be called a subject is present. 
While, Langan (2003:100) states that clause is a group of word that has a subject and 
a verb and must express a complete thought. By analyzing these two definitions, it 
can be concluded that; 
a. A clause must have a subject 
b. A clause must have a verb 
c. A clause must have a complete thought (it has meaning) 
McClelland and Marcotte (2003:232) state that there are two types of clause, 
namely independent clause and dependent clause. An independent clause is complete 
in itself, whereas dependent clause is necessarily related to an independent clause and 
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dependent clause always started by a conjunction Downing (1995:11). This means 
that dependent clause already has a clear meaning and it does not give any question. 
On the other hand, dependent clause does not have a clear meaning. That makes 
people submit a question to get more information. Compare these two clauses; 
a. Ronaldo failed to convert the penalty shoot out in the Champions League 
semifinal last night. The meaning is clear (Ronaldo did not score the penalty 
shoot). So, this is independent clause. 
b. When Ronaldo failed to convert the penalty shoot out in the Champions 
League last night. The meaning is not clear. It raises another question (What 
happened when Ronaldo failed to convert the penalty shoot out in the 
Champions League last night?) So, this is dependent clause. 
Independent clause is also called main clause, dependent clause is called 
subordinate clause. These clauses are often applied in compound sentence, complex 
sentences, or compound-complex sentence. Compound sentence is a sentence 
contains of one or more sentences joined into one by punctuation of semicolon, a 
conjunctive adverb, and a coordinate or subordinate conjunction Frank (1972:01) 
state that. In a complex sentence, one idea is generally more important than the other 
one. The more important idea is placed in the independent clause, and the less 
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important idea is placed in the dependent clause. It means complex sentence should 
consist of at least one independent clause and one dependent clause. 
Based  on  the  explanation  above,  knowing  the  students’  ability  in 
identifying independent and dependent clause is very important not only as 
reflection tool of delivering information from the teacher but also measuring student 
grammar proficiency. In identifying them in a complex sentence, student of 
language learning avoid any possibility misunderstanding that will probably arise 
when they face the complex sentence. Finally, student will understand and will 
enable to make communication in English running well. Indeed, students will easy 
to understand all the material which teachers are given to them.  
From the statement above, the teacher of English should always know how 
students’ in identifying independent clause and dependent clause which can improve 
students comprehension. One way that is tried here is make students to know what is 
clause or sentence, and how to classify because in identifying independent and 
dependent clause can improve students’ comprehension and can motivate students.   
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B. Identification of the Problem 
The problem of this research are identified as follows: 
1. Many students do not understand to identify independent and dependent clause 
in sentence. 
2. The students have no motivation and not interested in learning especially in the 
identifying sentence activity. 
3. The students’ has no skill in identifying independent and dependent clause in 
sentence. 
C. The Scope and Limitation 
In this study, the writer limits the research which is mainly concerned in the 
concerns in presenting the actual condition, which students’ have particularly in 
identifying clauses in the complex sentence. So, the other mechanic mistakes, which 
students’ made will be ignored. 
 
D. Formulation of the Problem 
The research problem will be formulated as follows: “Are the students able to 
identify independent and dependent clause in sentence?”. 
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E. Objective of the Study 
The objective of the study is to investigate that the students’ ability in 
identifying independent and dependent clause in sentence. 
F. Significance of the Study 
The  research  at  least enable contributes some positive impacts for the 
students’, teacher, researcher. Those are detail described as below: 
1. Theoretically 
Related to this research, the writer hopes that this research can be used as 
reference (Harmer, 1998) for other researcher who wants to conduct research about 
dependen clause. 
2. Practically 
The writer expects that the results of the study will be useful for: 
a. Teachers, to give the English teacher input how to increase students’ grammar 
by using dependent clause. 
b. Students, to motivate students to increase their grammar by using dependent 
clause. 
c. Society, to increase knowledge about how to motivate students’ to increase 
their grammar by using dependent clause. 
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
 
A. Theoritical Framework 
1. Description of Ability 
According to Richard (1992:197) ability is defined as a learn proficiency in a 
second language and foreign language as the result of what has been taught or learned 
after a purled of instruction. The ability is the result of learning process which 
involves teacher with students which is reflected from the knowledge to the students 
have. The ability in which achieved by the students, they are realize in the form of 
scores they have reflect their ability in the learning process. Ability is power or 
capacity to do or act physically, mentally, legally, or financially. 
The term ability in this writing is the power of the students to understand the 
materials given by teacher in the class, the ability of the students in learning itself. 
The result of the students learning can be seen in the materials of course, there would 
be a change of behavior or knowledge from not knowing to knowing. The students 
intention to understand or to produce material is very clearly related to his/her 
interesting in carrying out the learning task, either for its on sake or in response to 
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external requirement. The factor influence the students in learning and also influence 
big or her ability. 
Slamento (1995:15) the ability in certain proof of success or the ability of a 
students in doing is their learning activities which based on their level of class. The 
word ability is derived from the adjective “able” which has the similar meaning as 
“can”. Ability is the learned capacity to carry out pre-determined result often with the 
minimum outlay of time, energy, or both. Ability can often be divided  into domain-
general and domain specific ability. For example, in the domain of work, some 
general ability would include time management, teamwork and leadership, self 
motivation and others, whereas domain-specific ability would be useful only for a 
certain job. Ability usually requires certain environmental stimuli and situation to 
assess the level of ability being shown and used. The ability must be expressed in 
their potential by doing something concrete and measurable.  
The students’ ability is related to the students’ effort of getting something into 
our cognitive system. The ability is the result of learning process. It’s because the 
scores that they have reflect for their ability in the learning process. Ability also as 
something probability or can be done in a special situation. The student’s ability can 
be seen in their learning achievement and it show whether the students able or unable 
in learning process of some subject. So by testing the students in questioning test or 
experience in an easy way to see and measure the capacity of their ability in receiving 
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one subject. Hasan (1995:620) “Ability is the skill or competence of doing 
something”. 
Hasan (1995:132) said that human basic potential there are three factors that 
can make the students ability increasing more : 
a. The origin ability (natural ability)  
The original ability is a set of basic ability and it is called “fitrah” ability 
(basic ability that can move all be develop automatically). The basic ability 
will develop by integral that can move all of this aspect. So, that all of the 
aspect can influence each other to get special aims mechanically. Some 
factors that can improve original ability are talent, instinct, hereditary, 
intuition and human characters. It means that human being have the original 
ability that they have get since they will be born. Commonly this ability 
comes since they will be babies, in which ability to have a talent will show 
when we will be interested in something and soon. 
b. Thinking ability 
Hasan (1995:134) said that in the structure of human body where is what 
is called brain extention which is used to think of something. Thinking as a 
sign of soul that can make correlation between incident that has done. There 
are three processed in thinking ability to form inner ability namely : form of 
sense, form of thinking, and of decision. This ability needs along process from 
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experience. The experience could be in the form of learning from our 
surrounding of from our learning process. Some people may have ability by 
learning process or informal situation. 
c. Ability derived from willingness 
Hasan (1995:135) willingness as a sign of a soul. Willingness is an effort 
to someone to raise something in us. Ability derived from willingness can be 
seen from sign as follow : derives, wishing, interest, inclinations and 
willingness. Based on explanation above ability is power or capability to do 
something. Term ability for students to understand the material given by 
teacher in classroom. The ability of students in learning can be see from the 
result of the learning itself after the students learn about material of course 
there is a change in behavior and knowledge. The ability is the result of 
learning process which involves teachers with students which is reflected 
from the knowledge to the students has. The ability in which achieved by the 
students, the are realize in the students in the class because the scores they 
have reflect their ability in the learning process. 
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2. The Description of Sentence 
Wren and Martin (1990: 1) said that when we speak or write we use words. 
We generally use these words in groups as: 
Little Jack Horner sat in a corner.  
A group of words like this, which makes complete sense, is called a sentence. 
Sentences are of four kinds: 
a. This which make statement or assertions 
Example: Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall. 
b. Those which ask question 
Example: Where do you live? 
c. Those which express commands, requests, or entreaties 
Example: be quite. 
d. Those which express strong feelings; 
Example: What a shame! 
A sentence that makes a statement or assertion is called a Declarative or Assertive 
sentence. 
A sentence that asks a question is called an Interrogative sentence. 
A sentence that expresses a command or an entreaty is called an Imperative sentence. 
A sentence that expressed strong feeling is called an exclamatory sentence.  
According to Richard Nordquist Four functional types of sentences: 
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1. declarative 
Example:  you said something. 
2. Interrogative 
Example: What did you say? 
3. Imperative 
Example: Tell me what you said. 
4. Exclamatory 
Example: Tell me now!! 
 
Definition of sentence: 
The largest independent unit of grammar: it begins with a capital letter and 
ends with a period, question mark, or exclamation point. Adjective: sentential. 
The sentence is traditionally (and inadequately) defined as a word or group of 
words that expresses a complete idea and that includes a subject and a verb. 
See Functional Types of Sentences, below. See also:  
· Basic Sentence Structures 
· Ascriptive Sentence 
· Cumulative Sentence 
· Exercise in Identifying Sentences by Function 
· Existential Sentence 
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· Fused Sentence 
· Garden-Path Sentence 
· Kernel Sentence 
· Loose Sentence 
· Mood, Voice, Polarity 
· Periodic Sentence 
· Sentence Combining 
· Sentence Diagramming 
· Sentence Imitation 
· Sentence Length 
· Sentence Variety 
· Topic Sentence 
· Verbless Sentence 
Etymology: 
From the Latin, “to feel” 
Functional Types of Sentences: 
· Declarative Sentence 
“Clothes make the man. Naked people have little or no influence on society.” 
(Mark Twain) 
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· Interrogative Sentence 
“But what is the difference between literature and journalism? Journalism is 
unreadable and literature is not read.” 
(Oscar Wilde) 
· Imperative Sentence 
“Be careful about reading health books. You may die of a misprint.” 
(Mark Twain) 
· Exclamatory Sentence 
“To die for an idea; it is unquestionably noble. But how much nobler it would 
be if men died for ideas that were true! 
(H. L. Mencken) 
 
The Four Basic Sentence Structures They are : 
1. Simple Sentence 
A sentence with only one independent clause (also known as a main clause). The 
simple sentence is one of the four basic sentence structures. The other structures are 
the compound sentence, the complex sentence, and the compound-complex sentence. 
See also:  
· Kernel Sentence 
· Segregating Style 
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· Simple and Compound Sentences in Gilbert Highet's “Diogenes” 
Examples and Observations: 
· “Children are all foreigners.” 
(Ralph Waldo Emerson) 
· “Mother died today.” 
(Albert Camus, The Stranger, 1842) 
· “Of course, no man is entirely in his right mind at any time.” 
(Mark Twain, The Mysterious Stranger) 
· “Early to rise and early to bed makes a male healthy and wealthy and dead.” 
(James Thurber) 
· “I'd rather be a lightning rod than a seismograph.” 
(Ken Kesey) 
 
· “Expect nothing. Live frugally on surprise.” 
(Alice Walker) 
· “I was wearing my powder-blue suit, with dark blue shirt, tie and display 
handkerchief, black brogues, black wool socks with dark blue clocks on 
them.” 
(Raymond Chandler, The Big Sleep, 1939) 
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· “With regard to simple sentences, it ought to be observed first, that there are 
degrees in simplicity. 'God made man,' is a very simple sentence. 'On the sixth 
day God made man of the dust of the earth after his own image,' is still a 
simple sentence in the sense of rhetoricians and critics, as it hath but one verb, 
but less simple than the former, on account of the circumstances specified.” 
(George Campbell, The Philosophy of Rhetoric, 1776) 
· “A sentence is classified simple even when it has a compound subject or 
predicate (or both) and includes modifying words and phrases:  
o You and your friends can see the mountain on your next trip. 
o You can see the mountain and climb to the top. 
(R. DiYanni and P. C. Hoy II, Scribner Handbook for Writers. Allyn and 
Bacon, 2001) 
· “The syntactically most straightforward sentences have the form of a single 
clause . . .  
 
CLAUSAL SENTENCES (having the form of a clause) 
a. Kim is an actor. 
b. Pat is a teacher. 
c. Sam is an architect. 
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In traditional grammar [these] examples are called 'simple sentences,' but we don't 
use this term; it covers only a subset of what we call clausal sentences.” 
(R. Huddleston and G. K. Pullum, A Student's Introduction to English Grammar. 
Cambridge Univ. Press, 2006) 
http://grammar.about.com/od/rs/g/senterm.htm 
 
3. Compound Sentence 
A compound sentence from the movie Braveheart (1995) 
Definition:  
A sentence that contains at least two independent clauses. 
Compound sentences can be formed in three ways: 
(1) using coordinating conjunctions; 
(2) using the semicolon, either with or without conjunctive adverbs; 
(3) on occasion, using the colon. 
The compound sentence is one of the four basic sentence structures. The other 
structures are the simple sentence, the complex sentence, and the compound-complex 
sentence. 
See also:  
· Basic Sentence Structures 
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· Coordinating Words, Phrases, and Clauses 
· Parataxis 
· Sentence Variety in Gilbert Highet's “Diogenes” 
Examples: 
· “It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking thirteen.” 
(George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four, 1949)3 
· “The drought had lasted now for ten million years, and the reign of the terrible 
lizards had long since ended.” (Arthur C. Clarke, 2001: A Space Odyssey, 
1968)  
· “A man may die, nations may rise and fall, but an idea lives on.” (John F. 
Kennedy) 
· “Any jackass can kick down a barn, but it takes a good carpenter to build 
one.” (attributed to both Lyndon B. Johnson and Sam Rayburn) 
· “Tell the truth, work hard, and come to dinner on time.” (Gerald R. Ford) 
· “I have often wanted to drown my troubles, but I can't get my wife to go 
swimming.” (attributed to Jimmy Carter, among others) 
· “Government does not solve problems; it subsidizes them.” (Ronald Reagan) 
· “I have opinions of my own, strong opinions, but I don't always agree with 
them.” (George H. W. Bush) 
· “You can put wings on a pig, but you don't make it an eagle.” (Bill Clinton) 
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· “The tyrant has fallen, and Iraq is free.” (George W. Bush) 
· “Money is not the only answer, but it makes a difference.” (Barack Obama) 
· “Always go to other people's funerals; otherwise, they won't go to yours.” 
(Yogi Berra) 
· “Feasts must be solemn and rare, or else they cease to be feasts.” (Aldous 
Huxley) 
· “Arguments are to be avoided: they are always vulgar and often convincing.” 
(Oscar Wilde) 
· “The glacier knocks in the cupboard, The desert sighs in the bed, and the 
crack in the teacup opens a lane to the land of the dead.” (W. H. Auden, “As I 
Walked Out One Evening”) 
· “I used to be snow white, but I drifted.” (Mae West) 
· “It was dawn outside, a glowing gray, and birds had plenty to say out in the 
bare trees; and at the big window was a face and a windmill of arms.” (David 
Foster Wallace, Infinite Jest, 1996) 
http://grammar.about.com/od/c/g/compoundsent.htm 
On September 13th 2011 (20:45 WIB) 
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4. Complex Sentence 
A complex sentence from Henry David Thoreau 
Definition:  
A sentence that contains an independent clause and at least one dependent clause. 
The complex sentence is one of the four basic sentence structures. The other 
structures are the simple sentence, the compound sentence, and the compound-
complex sentence. 
See also:  
· Basic Sentence Structures 
· Hypotaxis 
· Main Clause 
· Subordinate Clause 
Examples and Observations: 
· “He was like a cock who thought the sun had risen to hear him crow.” 
(George Eliot, Adam Bede) 
· “If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because he 
hears a different drummer. Let him step to the music which he hears, however 
measured, or far away.” (Henry David Thoreau) 
· “Dependent clauses cannot be sentences on their own. They depend on an 
independent clause to support them. The independent clause in a complex 
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sentence carries the main meaning, but either clause may come first. When the 
dependent clause comes first, it is always followed by a comma.” (A. Robert 
Young and Ann O. Strauch, Nitty Gritty Grammar: Sentence Essentials for 
Writers. Cambridge Univ. Press, 2006) 
· “Most of the sentences we use in writing or in continuous speech are complex. 
Earlier in this chapter we tried to compose a piece of narrative in simple 
sentences. It would be difficult to do this at any great length, and in some 
types of discourse, e.g. the conduct of argument, it would be virtually 
impossible. There is a recurrent need to expound facts or concepts in greater 
elaboration than the structure of the simple sentence permits.” (Walter Nash, 
English Usage: A Guide to First Principles. Routledge, 1986) 
· “Complex sentences can offer dramatic development, extending a metaphor, 
as Melville's Captain Ahab reminds us: 'The path to my fixed purpose is laid 
on iron rails, on which my soul is grooved to run.'“ 
(Philip Gerard, Creative Nonfiction: Researching and Crafting Stories of Real 
Life. Story Press, 1996) 
· “Although volume upon volume is written to prove slavery a very good thing, 
we never hear of the man who wishes to take the good of it by being a slave 
himself.” (Abraham Lincoln) 
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· “When we remember we are all mad, the mysteries disappear and life stands 
explained.” (Mark Twain) 
· “I think we ought to have as great a regard for religion as we can, so as to 
keep it out of as many things as possible.” (Sean O'Casey, The Plough and the 
Stars) 
· “Courage is rightly esteemed the first of human qualities because it is the 
quality which guarantees all others.” (Winston Churchill) 
· “Maturity is a bitter disappointment for which no remedy exists, unless 
laughter can be said to remedy anything.” (Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.) 
http://grammar.about.com/od/c/g/complexsentence.htm On September 13th 
2011 (20:45 WIB) 
 
5. Compound-Complex Sentence 
A compound-complex sentence from Judy Garland as Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz 
(1939) 
Definition:  
A sentence with two or more independent clauses and at least one dependent clause. 
The compound-complex sentence is one of the four basic sentence structures. The 
other structures are the simple sentence, the compound sentence, and the complex 
sentence. 
23 
See also:  
· Basic Sentence Structures 
· Hypotaxis 
Examples: 
· “Those are my principles, and if you don't like them . . . well, I have others.” 
(Groucho Marx) 
· “In America everybody is of the opinion that he has no social superiors, since 
all men are equal, but he does not admit that he has no social inferiors, for, 
from the time of Jefferson onward, the doctrine that all men are equal applies 
only upwards, not downwards.” (Bertrand Russell) 
· “Hatred, which could destroy so much, never failed to destroy the man who 
hated, and this was an immutable law.” (James Baldwin) 
· “The Druids used mistletoe in ceremonies of human sacrifice, but most of all 
the evergreen became a symbol of fertility because it flourished in winter 
when other plants withered.” (Sian Ellis, “England's Ancient 'Special Twig,'“ 
British Heritage, January 2001) 
· “For in the end, freedom is a personal and lonely battle; and one faces down 
fears of today so that those of tomorrow might be engaged.” (Alice Walker) 
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· “We operate under a jury system in this country, and as much as we complain 
about it, we have to admit that we know of no better system, except possibly 
flipping a coin.” (Dave Barry) 
· “I believe entertainment can aspire to be art, and can become art, but if you set 
out to make art you're an idiot.” (Steve Martin) 
· “Be who you are and say what you feel, because those who mind don't matter 
and those who matter don't mind.” (Theodor Geisel) 
http://grammar.about.com/od/c/g/comcomplexterm.htm 
On September 13th 2011 (20:45 WIB) 
When we make a sentence: - we name some person or thing; and say 
something about that person or thing. In other words, we must have a subject to speak 
about and we must say or predicate something about that subject. 
Marcella Frank (1972: 220) said that “sentence is complete thought”. Such a 
definition is inadequate, however, because of the vagueness of the term “complete 
thought” by seeing or hearing a statement, how do we know it is a “thought” and 
what makes it “complete”. According to this definition, a sentence consists of a 
subject and a predicate. This definition is more satisfactory because it is actually 
possible to identify the structural function of subject and predicate in a sentence. 
25 
Longman (1992: 2480) said that “sentence is a group of words that makes 
sense because the words are constructed and arranged according to the grammatical 
rules for expressing statement, questions, or commands. 
 
6. Clause 
Clauses in English are defined as group of words which grammatically contain 
of the subject and predicate (Warriner, 1982; 93). In same case, Bossone defines a 
clause is a group of words that contains of a subject and predicate (1981; 38). 
However, understanding clauses are not as simple as the previous explanation 
because clauses have two typesin further development. Commonly, clauses are 
divided to be independent, ormain and dependent, or subordinate clauses. Both of 
them have own function and characteristic in grammar. 
A clause is a group of words that contains a verb (and usually other components 
too). A clause may form part of a sentence or it may be a complete sentence in itself. 
In its simplest form, a clause in grammar is a subject plus a verb. The subject is the 
entity “doing” the action of the sentence and the verb is the action that subject 
completes. A clause creates a complete thought (an idea or a statement that can 
stand alone). 
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A clause may include the verb predicate as well. But, it must include at least the 
subject and verb to be considered a clause. 
 
7. Independent clause 
Independent clause is a group of words which grammatically not only 
contain both subject and predicate but also can stand alone without any following 
complement. Bossone (1977; 38) and Martin (2000; ) argue that independent clause 
is group of word which expressed completed thought. Some sentences (independent 
clause) can also contain phrases. 
An independent clause (or main clause) is a clause that can stand by itself as a 
simple sentence. An independent clause contains a simple subject (grammar) , 
(subject) and a simple predicate and makes sense by itself. 
Independent clauses can be joined by using a comma followed by a coordinating 
conjunction (and, but, for, or,not,so,yet,etc). 
Examples of Independent Clause: 
· I have enough money to buy an ice cream cone. 
· I have enough money to buy an ice cream cone; my favorite flavor is 
chocolate. 
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· I have enough money to buy an ice cream cone, so, let’s go to the 
shop. 
8. Dependent Clause 
A dependent clause is a clause that provides a sentence element with 
additional information, but which cannot stand alone as a sentence. Byrne (2005:56) 
A dependent clause can either modify an adjacent clause or serve as a component of 
an independent clause. Some grammarians use the term subordinate clause as a 
synonym for dependent clause.Others use subordinate clause to refer only to 
adverbial dependent clauses. 
Some grammarians use the term subordinate clause as a synonym for 
dependent clause. Others use subordinate clause to refer only to adverbial 
dependent clause. Dependent clause is defined as clause which embedded 
independent clause in complex sentence (Hammer, 2004: 15). Brown (2007:41) 
furthermore says that dependent clause depends on (need) an independent clause to 
make sense (1977; 40). In other words, existing of dependent clause in complex 
sentence is just to support independent clause in complex sentence. Moreover, 
dependent clause usually modifies the adverb, adjective and noun. These clauses 
include adverb clauses, adjective clauses, and noun clauses. 
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a. Adverb Clauses 
Adverb clauses modify verbs and begin with subordinating conjunctions. 
Here are examples of dependent clauses that are adverb clauses: 
1. When the president arrives, many people come. 
2. I walk because I can’t wait for the bus. 
3. If you can work on Sundays, I will give you more salary. 
4. Until the sun sets, I will stay here.  
5. Whenever you come to visit, I will be ready to meet you. 
6. Since I don’t have enough money, I buy the cheaper goods.  
7. No matter how you look at it, it looks good. 
8. Before the food gets cold, you must eat it. 
b. Adjective Clause 
Adjective clauses modify nouns and usually begin with a relative pronoun 
and sometimes with a subordinating conjunction. Here are examples of dependent 
clauses that are adjective clauses: 
9. Jack is a brave man, who live by the ocean  
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10. Where I went to elementary school I come by bus 
11. Why the movie will be a flop it depends on the situation 
12. Whom we met after the movie never came again. 
13. She bought the house which is located in Italy  
c.  Noun Clauses 
  Noun clauses name a person, place, thing, or idea. Since it acts as a noun, it 
can be a subject, object, a subject complement, an object complement or an 
appositive. Here are examples of dependent clauses that are noun clauses: 
1. Why she said that she is clever? 
2. I will do whatever makes you happy.  
3. I will sing the song that you are listening 
4. If the dress is on sale, I will buy it. 
5. I know what she anticipated 
 
5. Advantages and disadvantages of identifying Independent and Dependent 
Clause 
There are some advantages of teaching identifying independent and 
dependent clause in sentence as follow: 
· Improving students` abilities to read the sentence. 
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· Stimulate all learners to express ideas and ability. 
· Generate answer or opinions through chain reactions. 
· The use of time can be controlled and this method can be used in 
large or small groups. 
· Encourage students’ to actively think fast and logical 
· Encourage students’ to express their opinions and ability and 
stimulate students’ to always be ready to argue that related to the 
problems given by the teachers. 
Beside the advantages of of teaching identifying independent and 
dependent clause in sentence. There are some disadvantages that 
should be considered by teachers, such as: 
· Children who are less in reactions to active to answer always behind. 
· Students’ interest to read carrefully in identifying sentences given by 
teachers is lacking 
· Learners tend to assume that all opinions or answer are accepted 
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· Simple answers tend to be easily detached from chain answer or 
opinion. 
B. Conceptual Framework   
Teaching English is not only focused on how to learn English fluently, 
but also how students can understand and mastering the grammar, especially in 
independent and dependent clause. If the students can learn in English by using 
independent and dependent clause in sentences, they also should know and able 
how to identify independent clause and dependent clause. There are some 
mistakes that sometimes students make when they write or learn about 
independent and dependent clause, especially the students couldn’t differ which 
independent and dependent clause,  the students didn’t really remember how 
connecting dependent and independent clause. 
Because of the mistakes mentioned above, the researcher tries to identify 
the students’ ability in identifying independent clause and dependent clause in 
sentences. The researcher advises to the students’ that they should read or study 
more about independent clause and dependent clause in sentences and the teacher 
should give more assignments to the students and return their corrected paper. 
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Figure II.1 Conceptual Framework 
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CHAPTER III 
METHOD OF RESEARCH 
A. Location and Time  
This research will be conducted at SMK Tritech Informatika on class XII. The 
school is located at Street Bhayangkara No. 484, Indra Kasih, Medan Tembung, Kota 
Medan, Sumatera Utara. The research will be conducted the action in the second 
semester in the academic years of 2017/2018. The reason for choosing this school 
because the similar research have never been conducted in this school. In this school, 
most of the students have problems to express their idea orally, so they will be 
confused to write, they have limited vocabulary in English, and lack in grammar and 
felt difficult in writing with the appropriate rules. 
 
B. Location and Sample  
1. Population  
The population of this research will be taken the second years students of 
SMK Tritech Informatika Medan, which consists of six classes, they are XII Reguler 
and Executive. With total population are 138 students. All classes will be taken as the 
sample by 15% of students.  
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2. Sample 
The researcher will take random sampling technique as the sampling 
technique in selecting the sample. Sample is the process of electing units from a 
population of interest. If the population is more than 100, the researcher may take 
10% - 15% or more the sample, but if less, the research will have to take all. It is 
based on Arikunto (2013: 134). Based on the quotaation above, the research will take 
15% of the population. 
 
     Table 3.1 
    Population & Sample 
 
Class Population Sample 
XII – TKJ 1 EXE 23 4 
XII – TKJ 2 EXE 23 4 
XII – MM 1 EXE 23 4 
XII – MM 2 EXE 23 4 
XII – RPL 23 4 
XII – Perbankan 
Syariah 
23 4 
TOTAL 138 24 
 
C. Research Design  
 This research will based on Descriptive Quantitative method which aimed at 
gathering data of the students in order to know the students’ problem. It will be 
concerned with conditions a relationship that exist, opinion that will be developing. 
It is primaly concerned with the present, though it often considers past events and 
influences as they related to current condition. Descriptive Quantitative method will 
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be applied in this research. It will be used to identifying Independent and Dependent 
Clause in sentence. 
 
D. Instrument of Research 
 In collecting data, the researcher will use a written test. Written test is aimed 
to find out students’ ability in identifying independent and dependent clause in 
sentences. The written test is made to increase the students’ gammar by using 
dependent clause. The students will be ask to finish the questions made by the 
researcher. 
 
E. The Technique for Collecting Data  
To collect the data, some steps will be conducted, such as: 
1. Explaining material of the research, the object of the research and the 
instruction in answering the test to the students. 
2. Giving the test to the students’. 
3. Scoring the students’ answer sheet. 
F. The Technique for Analyzing Data 
The data will be gathered and analyze by performing descriptive quantitative  
Technique. In analyzing the data, the steps are: 
1. Listing the students’ score in table 
2. Determining the students’ ability by using the students test result. 
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Scoring the students’ answer sheet by using sugiono formula (2008:321) as 
follows: 
Q =   
Note:  Q = The students percentage of correct answer 
   X = The number of correct answer 
   Y = The data of item test 
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CHAPTER IV 
DATA AND DATA ANALYSIS 
 
A. Data Collection 
  The following table shows the students’ score in answering the test, in this 
test the students were asked to understand in identifying the complements and the 
modifier in sentences. Each correct answer was scored 10 and incorrect answer 
was scored  zero.  
 
Table 4-1 
The Students’ Score 
 
No Students’ Initial 
Name 
Score 
1 DH 70 
2 FMA 40 
3 INH 70 
4 MAF 70 
5 MI 70 
6 MKH 80 
7 MMPZ 50 
8 MTU 70 
9 RAD 80 
10 RAY 60 
11 RWH 70 
12 SHP 60 
13 TS 70 
14 WH 70 
15 AB 80 
16 KH 70 
17 FE 60 
18 TH 60 
19 UV 80 
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20 NP 90 
21 RS 80 
22 Z 70 
23 OP 70 
24 RS 60 
 
 
B. Data Analysis 
1. The Students’ Ability in identifying independent and dependent clause in 
sentence 
The Students’ Ability in identifying independent and dependent clause in 
sentence. Finding the students’ ability in identifying independent and dependent 
clause in sentence the percentage formula was used to calculate the students’ 
score in answering the test. Then the calculations consulted to the criteria of 
ability. Criteria for determining their ability was shown based on Hamalik 
(1989:99). Then the analysis is shown in the following table. 
 
Table 4 
The Students’ Ability in identifying independent and dependent clause in 
sentence 
 
No Students’ Initial 
Name 
Percentage Ability 
1 DH 70% Able 
2 FMA 40% Unable 
3 INH 70% Able 
4 MAF 70% Able 
5 MI 70% Able 
6 MKH 80% Able 
7 MMPZ 50% Unable 
8 MTU 70% Able 
9 RAD 80% Able 
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10 RAY 60% Unable 
11 RWH 70% Able 
12 SHP 60% Unable 
13 TS 70% Able 
14 WH 70% Able 
15 AB 80% Able 
16 KH 70% Able 
17 FE 60% Unable 
18 TH 60% Unable 
19 UV 80% Able 
20 NP 90% Able 
21 RS 80% Able 
22 Z 70% Able 
23 OP 70% Able 
24 RS 60% Unable 
 
The percentages of ability in the lists above found from this formula, as follows: 
%100x
K
NQ =  
Notes : 
Q = the percentage of the correct items 
N = the number of the correct answer 
K = the number of items 
Based on the table above the students’ ability should be shown in the 
following table: 
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Table 4-2 
The Calculation of Students’ Ability 
 
No Number of 
Students 
Percentage Ability 
1. 17 students 70,83% Able 
2. 7 students 29,17% Unable 
 
 
For knowing the students’ ability in identifying independent and dependent 
clause in sentence, the percentage formula were used to calculate the students’ 
scores in answering the test. The result was consulted to the criteria of the ability. 
Sudijono (1993: 319) says “gave certain of students’ ability to interpret the 
percentage of the students’ answer”, the criteria to determine their ability was as 
follows: 
 
Table 4-3 
The Criteria of Ability Percentage 
 
Quantitative Qualitative 
80-100% 
66-79% 
56-60% 
55³ % 
Very good 
Good 
Poor 
Very poor 
 
The students’ scores and their ability in identifying independent and 
dependent clause in sentence can be seen to this following table: 
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Table 4-4 
The Students’ Scores and Their Ability 
 
No Students’ initial 
name 
Quantitative 
ability 
Qualitative 
ability 
Qualitative 
ability 
1 DH 70% Able Good 
2 FMA 40% Unable Very Poor 
3 INH 70% Able Good 
4 MAF 70% Able Good 
5 MI 70% Able Good 
6 MKH 80% Able Very Good 
7 MMPZ 50% Unable Poor 
8 MTU 70% Able Good 
9 RAD 80% Able Very Good 
10 RAY 60% Unable Poor 
11 RWH 70% Able Good 
12 SHP 60% Unable Poor 
13 TS 70% Able Good 
14 WH 70% Able Good 
15 AB 80% Able Very Good 
16 KH 70% Able Good 
17 FE 60% Unable Poor 
18 TH 60% Unable Poor 
19 UV 80% Able Very Good 
20 NP 90% Able Very Good 
21 RS 80% Able Very Good 
22 Z 70% Able Good 
23 OP 70% Able Good 
24 RS 60% Unable Poor 
 
 
According to Hamalik, the Calculation of students’ ability in identifying 
independent and dependent clause in sentence : 
1. There are 17 students (70,83%) were categorized able 
2. There are 7 students (29,17%) were categorized unable 
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According to Sudijono the calculation of students’ ability in identifying 
independent and dependent clause in sentence in the sentences are: 
1. There are 6 students (25%) were categorized Very Good 
2. There are 11 students (45,83%) were categorized Good 
3. There are 6 students (25%) were categorized Poor 
4. There is 1 students (4,17%) were categorized Very Poor 
 
2. Discussion 
From the data shown that there were 17 students’ or 70.83 were able and 7 
students or 29.17% were unable to do best. Based on criteria of Hamalik 
(1989:199), if more than 60% sample were able, and then the sample can be 
regarded as able. So, in this research the students are able in identifying 
independent and dependent clause in sentence. 
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
A. Conclusion 
After analyzing the data of the thesis the following conclusions are drawn 
as following: 
1. the table of the students ability in identifying independent and dependent 
clause in sentence shows that on 17 students or 70.83 categorized as “able”. 
2. there were 7 students or 29.17% categorized as “unable”. 
3. it means that students at SMK Tritech Informatika were able in identifying 
independent and dependent clause in sentence. Because, 70.83 students 
categorized as “able”. 
 
B. Suggestion 
1. English teacher should teach about clause comprehensively. 
2. English teacher should be given exercise for the students 
3. from the conclusions the students able to identify the sentences, the teacher 
should be saved the teaching system 
4. students are suggested to learn and study about meaning sentences, verb, 
object and complements.  
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APPENDIX 1 
 
LESSON PLAN 
EXPERIMENTAL GROUP 
 
School   : SMK TRITECH INFORMATIKA 
Subject  : Bahasa Inggris 
Grade/Semester : XII 
Skill   : Reading  
Time Allocation : 2 x 45 minute 
 
 
A.    CORE COMPETENCY (KI) 
KI 1:Living and practicing the religious teachings it embraces. 
KI 2:Living and practicing honest, discipline, responsible, caring (polite, cooperative, 
tolerant, peaceful) behavior, polite, responsive and pro-active and showing attitude as 
part of the solution to problem in interacting effectively with the social environment and 
nature and in placing ourselves as a reflection of the nation in the association  of the 
world. 
KI 3:Understanding, applying, analyzing factual, conceptual, procedural knowledge 
based on curiosity about science, technology, art, culture, and humanities with the 
insights of humanity, nationality, state and civilization on the causes of phenomena and 
events, and applying procedural knowledge on a specific field of study according to his 
or her talents and interest to solve the problem. 
KI 4 : Processing, reasoning, and recruiting in the realm of concrete and abstract realms 
related in the development of the self-study in the school independently, and able to use 
methods according to scientific rules. 
 
B.BASIC COMPETENCE AND INDICATORS 
 BASIC  COMPETENCE 
1.1 Be grateful for the opportunity to learn English as a language introduction to 
international communication embodied in the spirit of language. 
2.1 Demonstrated honest, discipline, confident, and responsible behavior in carrying out 
interpersonal communication with teacher and friend.. 
2.2 Demonstrate polite and caring behavior in carrying out transactional communication 
with teacher and friend. 
2.3 Demonstrate responsibility, caring, cooperative and peace loving behavior, in 
carrying out functional communication 
\ 
 INDICATORS 
1. Students are able to read comprehend and identify the main idea in the text 
2. Students are able to identify the specific information in the text 
3. Teacher tells to the students that the topic of the lesson is about Independent and 
Dependent Clause 
4. Identify Independent and Dependent Clause in the text 
 
 
C.    LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
After the learning id complete the students are able to: 
1. Students are able to read comprehend and identify the main idea in the text 
2. Students are able to identify the specific information in the text 
3. Student able to answer the topic of the lesson from the teacher and able to revise 
their vocabulary 
4. Student able to answer test item 
 
D.    LEARNING MATERIAL 
 
1. I want to spend my holiday in Bali because Bali is so beautiful. 
2. My brother did’nt like the dish that I cooked. 
3. Kutoarjo is a village where I will be born. 
4. Because he has beautiful voice, he decided to be a singer. 
5. Dina is my old friend who sent me a letter last week. 
6. Wherever you go, I will follow you. 
7. When i arrived, my father will be watching TV. 
8. Sinta is a beautiful girl who is so smart. 
9. That you left home, you parents are worried. 
10. My sister will be sleeping when i came home last night. 
 
  
 
E.  LEARNING METHOD 
Ø Collaborative Strategy 
 
F.     MEDIA, TOOLS, ANDLEARNING SOURCE 
Media        : Laptop, infocus 
Tools             : whiteboard, marker, laptop, infocus 
Learning source :English text book (kemendikbud) and www.google.com 
 
G. LEARNING ACTIVITIES STEPS 
· Opening Activities 
1.      Preface(8minute) 
a. The teacher greeting the students 
b. Pray together 
c. The teacher check attendances list 
d. outlines the scope of the material and the learning objectives of the activities to be 
undertaken by the students 
 
2.     CORE ACTIVITIES (75 minute) 
· Observe  
a. The teacher introduce the characteristic about the material before telling what is the 
topic 
b. The teacher explore the topic with the class 
c. Explain the topic by using Power Point 
d. The student will be listened the teachers explain  
· Questioning 
a. Students create questions related to the images provided by the teacher 
b. Students ask the steps of preparing Independent and Dependent Clause 
c. Teacher ask the student about the questions students have made 
· Exploring 
a. The teacher give the material 
b. The teacher instruction the student to make a group and discuss about the material 
c. Students discuss with their group about material 
d. Students display the results of the discussion in pairs in front of the class 
· Associate  
a. Students practice their question 
b. The teachers give an example of how to identify Independent and Dependent Clause 
c. Students practice writing identify Independent and Dependent Clause with correct 
punctuation 
· Communicate  
a. The teacher ask the students about their understanding about the material 
b. The students response the teacher about their understanding 
3.   Closing activities (7 minute) 
a. the teacher conclude the material 
b. the teacher greeting the students 
c. the students greeting the teacher 
 
H.    ASSESSMENT 
Assesseing Rubric Reading 
 TEST ITEM 
 
Identify the underlinded group of words in the sentence below and write down 
whether they are independent or dependent clause. 
 Write down whether the underlined clauss are independent or dependent clause. 
 Read the text with carrefully, and identifying Independent Clause in the text 
 Sentence. 
 
1. I want to spend my holiday in Bali because Bali is so beautiful. 
2. My brother did’nt like the dish that I cooked. 
3. Kutoarjo is a village where I will be born. 
4. Because he has beautiful voice, he decided to be a singer. 
5. Dina is my old friend who sent me a letter last week. 
6. Wherever you go, I will follow you. 
7. When i arrived, my father will be watching TV. 
8. Sinta is a beautiful girl who is so smart. 
9. That you left home, you parents are worried. 
10. My sister will be sleeping when i came home last night. 
 
 
Rubric/Assessment Criteria Reading 
No 
 
Rated Aspect 
 Score 
 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 Pronounciation 
2 Vocabulary 
3 Understanding 
4 Iintonation 
5 Fluency 
6 Accuracy 
Total 
 
Assessment criteria can be done as follows:  
 
Maximum score : 5x6 = 30 
Value determination : students score = Score obtained x 100 
          Score maximum             
                        
a. Vocabulary      b. Fluency 
5 (90-100) = Excellent     5 (90-100) = Excellent 
4 (80-89) = Very Good     4 (80-89) = Very Good 
3 (70-79) = Good      3 (70-79) = Good 
2 (50-69) = Fair      2 (50-69) = Fair 
1 (20-49) = Poor      1 (20-49) = Poor 
 
c. Accuracy       d.  Pronounciation 
5 (90-100) = Excellent     5 (90-100) = Excellent 
4 (80-89) = Very Good     4 (80-89) = Very Good 
3 (70-79) = Good      3 (70-79) = Good 
2 (50-69) = Fair      2 (50-69) = Fair 
1 (20-49) = Poor      1 (20-49) = Poor 
 
e. Intonation      f.  Understanding 
5 (90-100) = Excellent     5 (90-100) = Excellent 
4 (80-89) = Very Good     4 (80-89) = Very Good 
3 (70-79) = Good      3 (70-79) = Good 
2 (50-69) = Fair      2 (50-69) = Fair 
1 (20-49) = Poor      1 (20-49) = Poor 
     
I. EVALUATION        
  
TEST ITEM 
 
 Identify the underlinded group of words in the sentence below and write down 
whether they are independent or dependent clause. 
 Write down whether the underlined clauses are independent or dependent clause. 
 Read the text with carrefully, and identifying Independent Clause in the text 
 Sentence. 
1. I want to spend my holiday in Bali because Bali is so beautiful. 
2. My brother did’nt like the dish that I cooked. 
3. Kutoarjo is a village where I will be born. 
4. Because he has beautiful voice, he decided to be a singer. 
5. Dina is my old friend who sent me a letter last week. 
6. Wherever you go, I will follow you. 
7. When i arrived, my father will be watching TV. 
8. Sinta is a beautiful girl who is so smart. 
9. That you left home, you parents are worried. 
10. My sister will be sleeping when i came home last night. 
 
 
Key answer 
1. Independent Clause 
2. Independent Clause 
3. Independent Clause 
4. Independent Clause 
5. Independent Clause 
6. Dependent Clause 
7. Dependent Clause 
8. Dependent Clause 
9. Dependent Clause 
10. Dependent Clause 
 
Ø Assessment 
 
Scoring =
                                             100 
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Appendix II 
TEST ITEM 
 
 Identify the underlinded group of words in the sentence below and write 
down whether they are independent or dependent clause. 
 Write down whether the underlined clauss are independent or dependent 
clause. 
 Read the text with carrefully, and identifying Independent Clause in the 
text 
 Sentence. 
1. I want to spend my holiday in Bali because Bali is so beautiful. 
2. My brother did’nt like the dish that I cooked. 
3. Kutoarjo is a village where I will be born. 
4. Because he has beautiful voice, he decided to be a singer. 
5. Dina is my old friend who sent me a letter last week. 
6. Wherever you go, I will follow you. 
7. When i arrived, my father will be watching TV. 
8. Sinta is a beautiful girl who is so smart. 
9. That you left home, you parents are worried. 
10. My sister will be sleeping when i came home last night. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Answer Key                                                    
1. Independent Clause 
2. Independent Clause 
3. Independent Clause 
4. Independent Clause 
5. Independent Clause 
6. Dependent Clause 
7. Dependent Clause 
8. Dependent Clause 
9. Dependent Clause 
10. Dependent Clause 
